2nd edition. (Pp. 461; 5 coloured plates and 28 figures. 42s.) London: J. & A. Churchill Ltd. 1954. The feeling of any reviewer of this book must be one of profound relief that he himself did not have to share in its preparation. During the eighteen years since the first edition was published there have been striking advances in dermatology, many intriguing controversies and a good deal of confused thinking and writing. To summarize, synthesize and co-ordinate these things must have been labour at which Hercules would have boggled and is altogether horrible to thinlk about. The child of all this labour is one of which its parents can be proud, one which will be welcomed by dermatologists the world over. This book will be the starting point for many who seek to put their views on paper not only because of its text but because of the many references collected at the end of each chapter.
42s.) London: J. & A. Churchill Ltd. 1954. The feeling of any reviewer of this book must be one of profound relief that he himself did not have to share in its preparation. During the eighteen years since the first edition was published there have been striking advances in dermatology, many intriguing controversies and a good deal of confused thinking and writing. To summarize, synthesize and co-ordinate these things must have been labour at which Hercules would have boggled and is altogether horrible to thinlk about. The child of all this labour is one of which its parents can be proud, one which will be welcomed by dermatologists the world over. This book will be the starting point for many who seek to put their views on paper not only because of its text but because of the many references collected at the end of each chapter.
Fourteen chapters cover virtually the whole field from mineral metabolism, through the collagenoses (wretched word), the endocrine glands, allergy, radiant energy to a fascinating miscellaneous collection in the last chapter but one. Inevitably much of this is hard reading, consisting as it does of a review of the literature; an attempt is made to present several points of view on one subject; sometimes this reviewer wanted fewer excerpts from other people's work and a little more evidence of the bias of the authors. Now and again the personal opinion is there but always as a small voice. The writing is pedantically correct; in the middle of a stiff passage a less fussy style might perhaps make the reading and the understanding easier. The work is so comprehensive that seeking what might be missing is more interesting than any television quiz. These absentees are few and insignificant. I can but thank the authors, doff my hat to them and tell every dermatologist to buy it. The general physician can learn from it too. Farquharson's Operative Surgery is a book that can be recommended without hesitation. It is designed to give a young surgeon starting in practice the detailed help he needs in performing the standard operations of surgery, and to indicate to him the scope of the more unusual ones. In this aim it succeeds admirably.
Such criticisms as may be made are of points of view rather than of fact. The author's Edinburgh training appears in the allotting of eight pages out of eight hundred to the dissection of tuberculous glands in the neck; a London surgeon would give the advice of Punch to those about to get married. The retrograde injection of the saphenous channel in the Trendelenburg operation (p. 63), conservative amputations for bone sarcoma (p. 139), and routine amputation above the knee for senile gangrene (p. 231), radiating incisions for the removal of simple tumours of the breast and an elliptical incision placed diagonally for simple mastectomy-these are methods that surgeons in the south are tending to abandon. Some statements reflect views that are no longer held, and they will probably be changed or modified in the next edition. To give a sick man 9 litres of intravenous fluid (p. 566) is highly dangerous teaching; it may have been done, but it would have been better to keep quiet about it. The statement that colectomy will be required in only about half the cases after ileostomy for ulcerative colitis (p. 610) does not represent present opinion. The repair of hernia by skin transplants (p. 696) has been tried and found wanting.
The illustrations are for the most part admirable, but Fig. 325 (Heller's operation) should be replaced by one that shows some knowledge of the peritoneal relations of the stomach. The reader of a textbook on operative surgery does not need much anatomical information, but he should be told where the anatomy of the body differs from the conventional anatomy of the anatomist. On p. 560 the myth of the pelvic mesocolon is perpetuated. Any surgeon knows that the fusion of the pelvic mesocolon with the left wall of the pelvis is part of the third phase of intestinal rotation, and a completely free pelvic colon is much rarer than an unfixed right colon, and more likely to undergo volvulus.
These are minor failings. The amount of essential information that the author has been able to pack into these pages is phenomenal. A review of the principles on which treatment is based precedes most of the sections, and these discussions will be of the greatest help to the young surgeon. The method of testing for compatibility previous to transfusion (p. 74), general considerations in the surgery of joints (p. 142), the principles of hand surgery (p. 180 et seq.), the management of intestinal obstruction (p. 564), instruction in the use of the proctoscope and sigmoidoscope (p. 617) and of the cystoscope (p. 716)-these sections are admirably clear and practical. The discussion on the treatment of head injuries (p. 710) is most helpful. The section on the treatment of hand infections is a refreshing change from the current teaching in London: "give them penicillin and let the pus point." In the surgery of the limbs the anatomical approaches of A. K. Henry are rightly emphasized. The illustrations of operative procedure by Miss McLarty could not be bettered. This textbook, as are all those coming from the House of Livingstone, is beautifully produced, well able to stand up to the hard use it will get from the surgeons of all ages who will consult it.
